
MINUTES

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS LOWER ALLEN TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING FEBRUARY 9, 2009

The following were in ATTENDANCE:  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TOWNSHIP PERSONNEL

John T. Titzel Thomas Vernau, Manager
Lloyd W. Bucher Daniel Flint, Community
Peddrick M. Young, Sr. Development
H. Edward Black John Eby, Planning and Zoning

Coordinator
Nancy Dietel, Finance Director
Frank Williamson, Chief of
Police/Public Safety Director
Danna Lutes, Township Secretary
Steven P. Miner, Solicitor
Trudy Metzel, Recording Secretary

President TITZEL called the February 9, 2009 Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners
of Lower Allen Township to order at 7:30 p.m., followed by an opening prayer and the Pledge of
Allegiance.   He announced Proof of Publication was available for review.   

Commissioner CHRIST was absent with excuse.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approval of Minutes for February 7, 2008 Special Meeting

Commissioner BLACK moved to approve the Minutes for February 7, 2008 Special Meeting of
the Board of Commissioners as submitted.  Vice-President BUCHER seconded the motion.
Motion carried 4-0.  
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Approval of Minutes for August 11, 2008 Regular Meeting

Vice-President BUCHER moved to approve the Minutes for the August 11, 2008 Regular
Meeting of the Board of Commissioners as corrected.  Commissioner BLACK seconded the
motion.  Motion carried 3-0-1. President TITZEL abstaining.  

Approval of Minutes for December 22, 2008 Regular Meeting

Commissioner YOUNG moved to approve the Minutes for the December 22, 2008 Regular
Meeting of the Board of Commissioners as submitted.  Commissioner BLACK seconded the
motion.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Approval of Minutes for January 12, 2009 Regular Meeting

Vice-President BUCHER moved to approve the Minutes for the January 12, 2009 Regular
Meeting of the Board of Commissioners as submitted.  Commissioner YOUNG seconded the
motion.  Motion carried 4-0.  

INTRODUCTION OF PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS JAMES GRUNDON AND
THOMAS COOK

Mr. Williamson introduced Public Safety Officers James Grundon and Thomas Cook to the
Commissioners.  

On behalf of the Commissioners, President TITZEL welcomed PSOs Grundon and Cook.  

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA

President TITZEL asked if anyone in the audience would like to address any item that appears on
the Agenda.  

Randy Brown identified himself and stated that he would like to address the Commissioners
regarding the adjudication for Ordinance 2009-01, rezoning a tract of land from I-1 General
Industrial District to R-4 Multifamily Residential District.  

CONSENT AGENDA

President TITZEL advised that any Commissioner, Staff member or anyone in attendance could
request any item on the Consent Agenda be removed for further discussion and asked if there
was any such request.  

There was no response.  
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Commissioner YOUNG moved to approve the items on the Consent agenda, those items being:  

1. Warrants Journal of January 29, 2009 in the amount of $166,225.56.  Manual
Check List for the month of January 2009 in the amount of $210,639.54.  

2. Revised job description for the Clerical Supervisor position within the Police
Department.  

3. Revised job description for the Records Clerk position within the Police
Department.  

4. Commencing the hiring process to replace the Clerical Supervisor in the Police
Department.  

5. Resolution 2009-R-04, a resolution of the Board of Commissioners of Lower
Allen Township, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, authorizing execution and
delivery of Lease/Purchase Agreement for a Pierce Velocity 100’ Aerial Platform
Truck with Volunteer’s Financial Leasing Corporation, Bristol, PA and related
instruments, and determining other matters in connection therewith.  

6. Authorizing Staff to prepare and advertise bids for 2009 Street Pavement
Reclamation and Paving Project.  

Commissioner BLACK seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0.  

ANY BUSINESS PERTINENT TO THE TOWNSHIP.  DISCUSSIONS WILL BE
LIMITED TO FIFTEEN (15) MINUTES PER PERSON

President TITZEL asked if anyone in the audience would like to address the Board on any
business pertinent to the Township.  

Steve Turbett from Lisburn introduced himself to the Commissioners and advised that Lisburn is
beginning preparations for a “270th Celebration”.  Mr. Turbett invited the Commissioners and
Township to participate.  The Commissioners will be kept apprised as the celebration preparation
proceeds.  

General discussion ensued.  

PUBLIC SAFETY

Discussion:  Purchase of Ammunition at New Jersey State Contract Pricing

Mr. Williamson advised the Commissioners Lt. Thomas found a dealer in New Jersey willing to
sell the Township ammunition at the New Jersey state contract price and is significantly below
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Pennsylvania state Contract price.  In addition to the savings, the ammunition is in stock and
ready for pick up.  He further advised that several municipalities in Pennsylvania already
purchase from this dealer.  

This will be an agenda item for February 23, 2009.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Discussion:  Zoning Hearing Board Dockets

Mr. Eby advised the Commissioners that two dockets were considered:  

1. Docket 2009-01, Mark Haas, 1299 Letchworth Road

This was a variance request.  Mr. Haas wants to widen his driveway and replace
the apron and sidewalk.  His driveway is adjacent to a 10 foot pedestrian walkway
easement that exists in Highland Park.  

The variance was granted.  

2. Docket 2009-02, Matthew Asper, 6 Sussex Circle

This was a special exception request to establish an owner operated one chair
beauty salon in the home with a sign not to exceed 6-feet.  

The special exception was granted.  

There are two new items for public hearing on February 19:  

1. Docket 2009-03, Michelle Mull, 406 Candlewyck Road

This is a request to establish a home occupation.  Ms. Mull counsels children.
Part of her home would be converted to an office for counseling on a part-time
basis by appointment.  

There are two special exception requests:  (1) special exception for impact home
occupation; and (2) reduce the number off-street parking spaces to two (2) and
reduction in the width.  

Staff did not recommend Solicitor participation.  

2. Docket 2009-04, Eberly Mill Church of God, 115 Creek Road

The church wants to build a 17,000 sq. ft., multi-level addition.  
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Mr. Eby reviewed the details of the proposed addition and advised that it would
require a number of variances plus a special exception including phasing of the
project.  

Due to the complexity of this docket, Staff recommended Solicitor participation.
The Commissioners concurred.  

Discussion and Possible Action:  Direction to Solicitor in Preparing an Adjudication for
Ordinance 2009-01, Rezoning a Tract of Land from I-1 General Industrial District to R-4
Multifamily Residential District

Mr. Eby advised the Commissioners that the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2009-01 was
conducted on January 26, 2009.  The transcript has been received   Planning agencies have
recommended approval.  The next step is to direct the Solicitor regarding adjudication.  

Randy Brown identified himself to the Commissioners and expressed his concerns.  

Janey Gunn also expressed her concerns.  

Discussion ensued.  

Vice-President BUCHER moved to direct the Solicitor to prepare an adjudication for Ordinance
2009-01 in the affirmative.  Commissioner YOUNG seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Discussion:  Outdoor Hydronic Heater Ordinance

Mr. Eby advised the Commissioners that Staff has been working on the outdoor hydronic heater
ordinance which regulates appliances that generate a lot of smoke.  

The ordinance will be an agenda item for February 23, 2009.  

MANAGER

Discussion and Possible Action:  Municipal Utility Alliance Electricity Procurement
Program

Mr. Vernau advised the Commissioners that the Pennsylvania League of Cities and
Municipalities has reactivated the Municipal Utility Alliance because rate caps are scheduled to
come off January 2010 and the MUA is planning to shop as a consortium.  Lower Allen
Township was one of the charter members of the MUA in the late 1990s.  Quick action is
required for any municipality that wants to join in order for an RFP to go out. 

Discussion ensued.  
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Commissioner BLACK moved to authorize the Manager to pursue the Municipal Utility Alliance
Electricity Procurement Program.  Vice-President BUCHER seconded the motion.  Motion
carried 4-0.  

Introduction of New Assistant Recording Secretary

Mr. Vernau introduced Mary Ellen Banks to the Commissioners.  On behalf of the
Commissioners, President TITZEL welcomed Mary Ellen.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Vice-President BUCHER advised the Commissioners that the Authority opened bids for its
improvements to solid waste disposal.  There was considerable interest from the contractors and
bids on the overall project came in at approximately 11% below budget even after excluding the
10% contingency fee.  

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners adjourned to Executive Session at 
8:37 p.m. for the following personnel and legal discussions:  

1. Freeman property maintenance case.
2. PAWC settlement negotiations.
3. Discussion:  Dr. Jean Dyszel

ATTENDANCE REGISTER

An Attendance Register is made part of this record.  
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