
MINUTES

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS LOWER ALLEN TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING MARCH 23, 2009

The following were in ATTENDANCE:  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TOWNSHIP PERSONNEL

John T. Titzel Thomas Vernau, Manager
Lloyd W. Bucher Jan Faust, Assistant Manager
Peddrick M. Young, Sr. Daniel Flint, Community Development
H. Edward Black John Eby, Planning and Zoning Coordinator
Dan Christ Nancy Dietel, Finance Director

Frank Williamson, Chief of Police/
Public Safety Director

Donna Paul, Human Resources
Steven P. Miner, Solicitor
Trudy Metzel, Recording Secretary

President TITZEL called the March 23, 2009 Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of
Lower Allen Township to order at 7:30 p.m., followed by an opening prayer and the Pledge of
Allegiance.   He announced Proof of Publication was available for review.  

INTRODUCTION OF DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEMBERS

Mr. Vernau introduced the following Development Authority Members to the Commissioners:  

Max Stoner (engineering field) – Citizen Member
Sal Marone (banking field) – Citizen Member

CITIZEN RECOGNITION

Matt McDonald and Corey Persson were presented Commendation Letters in recognition of the
actions they took while helping to save the life of a neighbor that collapsed while shoveling
snow.  
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Matt and Corey thanked the Commissioners and also thanked the EMS Unit for its prompt
arrival.  

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION

The following employees were recognized by the Commissioners:  

Hampton Rogers – Extra effort put forth in the Maintenance Department
Scott McClintock – 10 years of service
Kenneth Hivner – 5 years of service

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA

President TITZEL asked if anyone in the audience would like to address any item that appears on
the Agenda.  

There was no response.  

CONSENT AGENDA

President TITZEL advised that any Commissioner, Staff member or anyone in attendance could
request any item on the Consent Agenda be removed for further discussion and asked if there
was any such request.  

There was no response.  

Commissioner YOUNG moved to approve the items on the Consent agenda, those items being:  

1. Warrants Journal of March 13, 2009 in the amount of $156,826.78.  

2. Department Reports for the month of February 2009 including:  Community
Development, Engineer, Public Works, and Public Safety.  

3. Purchase of two 2009 Dodge Chargers from Warnock Fleet of East Hanover, NJ
as specified on the South Hills Area Council of Governments contract at a price of
$48,184.00.  

4. Resolution 2009-R-07 enabling the Township to participate in and obtain
reimbursements for police training courses from the Municipal Police Officers
Education and Training Commission.  
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5. Authorization to engage in group negotiations with other members of the Capital
Region Council of Governments (CRCOG), represented by The Cohen Law
Group, with Comcast Communications for renewal of their Cable Franchise
Agreement.  

6. Appoint a Consultant Selection Committee consisting of H. Edward Black, Jan
Faust and Daniel Flint for the Cedar Spring Run Park Master Site Plan Project.  

7. Renewing Property and Liability Insurance Renewal through Traveler’s Insurance
Company effective April 1, 2009.  

Commissioner CHRIST seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.  

APPROVE RESOLUTION 2009-R-06 APPOINTING LINDA MCCOOL TO THE
POSITION OF CLERICAL SUPERVISOR IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Commissioner BLACK moved to approve Resolution 2009-R-06 appointing Linda McCool to
the position of Clerical Supervisor in the Police Department.  Position to include a 6-month
probationary period.  Vice-President BUCHER seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.  

APPOINT CAROLYN A. KOHR TO THE LOWER ALLEN TOWNSHIP RECREATION
AND PARKS BOARD

Commissioner CHRIST moved to appoint Carolyn A. Kohr to the Lower Allen Township
Recreation and Parks Board.  Vice-President BUCHER seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
5-0.  

APPROVE THE AMENDED SETTLEMENT WITH PENNSYLVANIA AMERICAN
WATER COMPANY

Commissioner YOUNG moved to approve the amended settlement with Pennsylvania American
Water Company.  Commissioner BLACK seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.  

APPROVE RESOLUTION 2009-R-05, A RESOLUTION OF LOWER ALLEN
TOWNSHIP UPDATING THE BROADBAND COMPENSATION MODEL

Commissioner BLACK moved to approve Resolution 2009-R-05, a resolution of Lower Allen
Township updating the Broadband Compensation Model.  Commissioner YOUNG seconded the
motion.  Motion carried 4-1, Commissioner CHRIST opposed.  
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ANY BUSINESS PERTINENT TO THE TOWNSHIP.  DISCUSSIONS WILL BE
LIMITED TO FIFTEEN (15) MINUTES PER PERSON

President TITZEL asked if anyone in the audience would like to address the Board on any
business pertinent to the Township.  

Lilly Chang identified herself to the Commissioners and advised that she is trying to establish a
chair massage business in the Capital City Mall.  She was advised that she cannot obtain an
application for lease because of the Township’s Ordinance regarding establishment license
(Chapter 140).  

Mr. Eby explained the regulatory process.  Extensive discussion ensued.  

It was the direction of the Commissioners that Staff should present recommendations and/or
suggestions as to how the ordinance could be changed to address chair massage.  Mr. Eby
advised that he will prepare something for the next staff meeting for discussion.  

PUBLIC SAFETY

Discussion:  Purchase of a Ford F-250 for the Public Safety Department

Mr. Williamson advised the Commissioners that a Ford F-250 will be purchased for the Public
Safety Department.  It will replace a Chevy Tahoe.  The truck will be fitted with a cap and slide
out tray.  This truck will be in line with the trucks purchased by the Highway Department
resulting in the elimination of keeping different parts in stock.  

Discussion ensued.  

This will be an agenda item for April 13, 2009.  

Discussion:  Possible Grant Funding and Cooperative Agreement with the West Shore
School District for a School Resource Officer at Cedar Cliff High School

Mr. Williamson advised the Commissioners that with the economic stimulus package there is a
short time-span for submission of the paperwork for a school resource officer at Cedar Cliff High
School.  The number of incidents is increasing.  

Discussion ensued.  

It was the direction of the Commissioners to pursue any possible grant funding as well as a
cooperative agreement with the West Shore School District for a school resource officer at Cedar
Cliff High School.  
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CALEA Flagship Status Agency Certificate

Chief Williamson advised the Commissioners that Lower Allen Police Department has been
awarded a CALEA Flagship Status Agency Certificate.  

The Commissioners commended Chief Williamson and the Police Department on Flagship
Status and their continued excellence in service.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Discussion and Public Action:  Petition to Vacate an Unopened Portion of Florence
Avenue, a Segment Approximately 122-Feet Long and 42-Feet Wide that is Located West
of the Intersection of Florence Avenue and Upland Street; and Authorization to Prepare
and Advertise an Ordinance and Schedule a Public Hearing Regarding this Ordinance

Mr. Eby advised the Commissioners that a petition to vacate an unopened portion of Florence
Avenue has been submitted by owners of the abutting property.  The segment is approximately
122-feet long and 42-feet wide and is located west of the intersection of Florence Avenue and
Upland Street.  

Mr. Eby stressed that if the vacation of the street occurs, only the public rights that might exist
would be vacated.  

Staff has no concerns with vacation of this unused portion of Florence Avenue and will make a
presentation at the public hearing.  

Commissioner YOUNG moved to authorize Staff to prepare and advertise an ordinance
regarding the petition to vacate the unopened portion of Florence Avenue and to schedule the
public hearing for Monday, April 27, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.  Commissioner CHRIST seconded the
motion.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Discussion:  Proposed Agreement with the Borough of Shiremanstown to Provide the
Borough with Commercial Construction Permit Application Plan Review Services  

Mr. Eby advised the Commissioners that Staff was approached by the Borough of
Shiremanstown to determine if Staff could possibly do their Plan Reviews.  Shiremanstown’s
three year average for the number of applications is less than six.  

Discussion ensued.  

This is a possible agenda item for April 13, 2009.  
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Discussion:  Adjudication 2008-02 and Ordinance 2009-01, Rezoning a Tract of Land from
I-1 General Industrial District to R-4 Multifamily Residential District

Mr. Eby advised the Commissioners that this is the joint application of the Leshers and Charter
Homes to rezone a tract along the Turnpike, Lisburn Road and Norfolk Southern Railroad.  

The public hearing was held on January 26, 2009.  Because more than 60-days has lapsed since
the advertisement that announced the public hearing and also announced possible action at the
hearing date or at a subsequent regular Commissioners meeting, it now has to be advertised with
a 7-day notice of action.  

Commissioner CHRIST moved to authorize Staff to advertise the potential approval of
Ordinance 2009-01 for Monday, April 13, 2009.  Commissioner YOUNG seconded the motion.
Motion carried 5-0.   

MANAGER

Discussion and Possible Action:  Sewer Authority’s Request for Financing Guarantee

Mr. Vernau advised the Commissioners that the Sewer Authority is seeking financing for its
plant upgrades and is asking that if the Authority needs to borrow the entire $100,527,000 that
the Township consider signing its full taxing powers for project financing guarantee purposes.  It
would not affect the Township’s credit rating.  

Commissioner YOUNG moved that the Lower Allen Board of Commissioners agree to
providing the financing guarantee for the Sewer Authority.  Commissioner BLACK seconded the
motion.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Discussion:  Ordinance Authorizing an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement with
the Municipal Utility Alliance for the Collective Purchase of Electricity

Mr. Vernau advised the Commissioners that the MUA is once again active with the purpose of
purchasing electricity cooperatively in an attempt to get lower rates.  

Mr. Vernau advised that he was not satisfied with the ordinance that was adopted in 1988.  As
this is a new agreement, there may be different partners.  Mr. Vernau requested another
ordinance be adopted specifically for this purpose.  

Discussion ensued.  

Authorization of a public hearing on this issue will be an agenda item for April 13, 2009.  
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Strategic Planning Meeting Dates

Mr. Vernau advised the Commissioners that Strategic Planning Meetings will be held on
Saturday, May 2 and Saturday, May 23, 8:00 to 11:00 am on both days.  These meetings will be
different from those in the past in that there will be less discussion on direction and concentrate
more on services.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Commissioner CHRIST requested additional research be done on the cost of Phase I and Phase II
Hydronic Heaters.  Discussion ensued.  It was the consensus of the Commissioners that Staff
undertake additional research.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION

There was no Executive Session.  

ADJOURN

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

ATTENDANCE REGISTER

An Attendance Register is made part of this record.  
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