
MINUTES

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS LOWER ALLEN TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING DECEMBER 10, 2007

The following were in ATTENDANCE:  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TOWNSHIP PERSONNEL

John T. Titzel Jan Faust, Assistant Manager
Peddrick M. Young, Sr. Daniel Flint, Community Development
H. Edward Black Nancy Dietel, Finance Director
Dan Christ John Eby, Planning and Zoning Coordinator

Frank Williamson, Public Safety Director
Danna Lutes, Township Secretary
Christopher Yohn, EMS Captain
Steven P. Miner, Solicitor
Trudy Metzel, Recording Secretary

President TITZEL called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Lower Allen Township 
to order at 7:30 p.m. followed by an opening prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.   He announced Proof 
of Publication was available for review.   

Commissioner BUCHER was absent with excuse.  

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA

President TITZEL asked if anyone in the audience would like to address any item that appears on the 
Agenda.  

There was no response.  

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners recessed to Executive Session at 7:34 p.m. for 
discussion on following personnel issue:  

1. Manager

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners reconvened at 7:53 p.m.  
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BID OPENING:  SCHOOL ZONE FLASHING WARNING DEVICES – GETTYSBURG ROAD 
AT ALLEN MIDDLE SCHOOL

The following bids were received for the School Zone Flashing Warning Devices on Gettysburg Road at 
Allen Middle School:  

C. M. High, Inc. BID AMOUNT: $17,079.00

Herr Signal & Lighting BID AMOUNT: $14,107.77

PERCS BID AMOUNT: $16,872.00

Award of this bid will be an agenda item for December 26, 2007.  

CONSENT AGENDA

President TITZEL advised that any Commissioner, Staff member or anyone in attendance could request 
any item on the Consent Agenda be removed for further discussion and asked if there was any request for 
the removal of any item(s) on the Consent Agenda.  

There was no response.  

Commissioner YOUNG moved to approve the items on the Consent agenda, those items being:  

1. Warrants Journal of December 6, 2007 in the amount of $1,780,835.73.  Manual checklist 
in the amount of $25.00.  

2. Executing the Developers Agreement with Fishing Creek Valley Associates, Inc. for SLD 
Docket #2006-08, Final Subdivision Plan for Diane S. Dorsheimer, and establishing an 
improvement security amount of $23,144.00 and an expiration date of December 10, 
2008.  

3. Staff to approve businesses for sign advertising at Yetter Field based on the guidelines set 
forth in the agreement with CGI Communications, Inc., dated July 13, 2006.  

4. Approve Application for Payment #7 from Herre Bros., Inc. in the amount of $57,262.25. 

5. Ratify the Listing Contract entered into by the Township Manager with Campbell 
Commercial Realty for the sale of 1993 Hummel Avenue and peripheral parcels.  

6. Adoption of 2008 List of regularly scheduled 2008 Board of Commissioner meetings, 
and authorizing Township Secretary to advertise.  

7. Resolution 2007-R-41, Compensation Adjustment Resolution for four (4) Township 
employees.  

Commissioner BLACK seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-0.  
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APPROVE RESOLUTION 2007-R-38, A RESOLUTION APPOINTING ONE (1) POLICE 
OFFICER AS A MEMBER OF THE LOWER ALLEN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

Commissioner YOUNG moved to approve Resolution 2007-R-38, a Resolution appointing one (1) Police 
Officer as a member of the Lower Allen Township Police Department.  Commissioner CHRIST seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried 4-0.  

ADOPT ORDINANCE 2007-16, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
LOWER ALLEN TONWSHIP, CUMBERLAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING, 
MODIFYING AND CHANGING THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOWER ALLEN, 1997, 
BY AMENDING CHAPTER 187, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, AT ARTICLE V, SNOW AND 
ICE REMOVAL TO ENFORCE PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP MANAGER AND TO PROHIBIT DUMPING OF SNOW OR ICE UPON THE 
PUBLIC STREETS OR SIDEWALKS

Commissioner BLACK moved to approve Ordinance 2007-16, an Ordinance of the Board of 
Commissioners of Lower Allen Township, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, amending, modifying and 
changing the Code of the Township of Lower Allen, 1997, by amending Chapter 187, Streets and 
Sidewalks, at Article V, Snow and Ice Removal, to enforce parking restrictions at the discretion of the 
Township Manager and to prohibit the dumping of snow or ice upon the public streets or sidewalk.  

Roll Call vote: Commissioner Black: Aye
Commissioner Christ: Aye
Commissioner Young: Aye
President Titzel: Aye

Ordinance 2007-16 was adopted by a 4-0 vote.  

ANY BUSINESS PERTINENT TO THE TOWNSHIP.  DISCUSSIONS WILL BE LIMITED TO 
FIFTEEN (15) MINUTES PER PERSON

President TITZEL asked if anyone in the audience would like to address the Board on any business 
pertinent to the Township.  

Carol Hartwell, 11564 Manor Drive, Mechanicsburg, identified herself to the Board.  Ms. Hartwell stated 
that many years ago the Township authorized the water company to put fluoride in the water.  Numerous 
studies reveal that fluoride does not prevent tooth decay and is hazardous to our health.  People are being 
medicated without their knowledge or consent by putting a caustic substance more poisonous than lead in 
the public water.  Ms. Hartwell stated that any search on the internet reveals hundreds of links to the 
hazards of fluoride.  Ms. Hartwell read several statements into the record.  A copy of Ms. Hartwell 
background information is made part of the record.  Ms. Hartwell requested that this subject be 
researched by the Board and that that Board ask American Water to undue the damage which has 
occurred since permission was granted years ago.  She also asked that Lower Allen Township notify other 
townships that are also getting the same fluoridated water and inform them of the Township’s intentions, 
so other townships can see the dangers of fluoride.  Ms. Hartwell also asked that the residents be notified 
so they are informed of the hazards because all residents are exposed and medicated without their 
consent.  President TITZEL referred to the comment by Ms. Hartwell that the Township authorized the 
water company to add fluoride to the water.  Ms. Hartwell advised that was what the water company told 
her.  President TITZEL asked the solicitor if the Board would have been in a position to authorize 
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something like this.  Mr. Miner responded that he did not know and he would have to do some research. 
President YOUNG inquired if Ms. Hartwell is in public health.  Ms. Hartwell advised that she is a 
Certified Natural Health Professional but is appearing before the Board as a private citizen.  Ms. Harwell 
stated that the water company does not have consent from every individual living in or visiting the 
Township to medicate them.  

Frank Leber, 1600 Liz Burns Place, Mechanicsburg identified himself to the Board.  Mr. Leber expressed 
his dismay and concern with respect to what has occurred at his property in connection with leaf pickup. 
Mr. Leber stated that he has had more than one conversation with Mrs. Faust over the course of the last 
week.  Pickup day in Mr. Leber’s area is Monday.  The Monday following Thanksgiving, which was the 
first day of deer season, there was no pickup, nor was there a pickup that week.  The following week, 
there was no pickup until Thursday.  Mr. Leber stated that the Township got behind, but what he 
conveyed to President TITZEL as well as Mrs. Faust, is the situation that exists in the front of his house. 
Mr. Leber has a 175-foot frontage on the cul-de-sac and had leaves from the western side of his property 
and across the entire frontage on the street to the property on the eastern side, with the exception of his 
driveway.  Mr. Leber’s neighbor across the street had the same amount of leaves.  There was passage for 
one vehicle into their street.  Mr. Leber’s house is located on a northerly access.  Winds follow from the 
west and corner across the cul-de-sac.  Mr. Leber stated that the Township is not responsible for the 
orientation of his house, nor is it responsible for the direction of the wind.  However, he believes the 
Township is responsible for the collection of leaves on a predictable basis.  Mr. Leber stated that what 
went on at his property was not only disappointing and frustrating, but also caused him to lose his good 
humor.  When he called the Township’s Maintenance Building concerning whether or not they would 
have a leaf pickup last Monday, the answer he received was studied disinterest and no assurance when 
there would be a leaf pickup.  Mr. Leber spoke with Mr. TITZEL at home that evening and with 
Mrs. Faust the next morning.  Mrs. Faust followed-up with Mr. Leber that there was a potential for pickup 
on Wednesday.  On Wednesday there was snow and ice resulting in no pickup.  75% to 80% of the leaves 
that were in the street blew back twice into his yard along with his neighbor’s leaves.  He moved leaves to 
the curb three times because the Township did not make an orderly leaf pickup.  Mr. Leber was told that 
where there’s a day skipped due to Thanksgiving, first day of deer season, etc., the schedule is moved to 
the next day.  Mr. Leber’s experience indicates that this is not true.  On Friday, Mrs. Faust called 
Mr. Leber pursuant to their arrangement and indicated that based upon her conversations with the Public 
Works superintendent and the loss of Wednesday and other weather conditions; it was unlikely that the 
leaves would be picked-up that day and not certain they would be picked-up tomorrow.  At 7:30 a.m. the 
leaf truck was collecting leaves on his street, on which there were none.  The Township does not collect 
the leaves when they are along the street, doesn’t show-up when they are supposed too, and when he has a 
conversation with a representative of the Township who offered him guidance to when they are not going 
to be there, they show up.  Mr. Leber stated that his concern may seem trivial, but he is ankle deep in 
leaves.  Mr. Leber’s problem continues to be that the leaves are still there and he has no assurance when 
the leaves would be picked-up.  If the Township can tell him when leaves would be picked-up on his 
street, he will move the leaves to the street.  Discussion ensued.  Resolution of this particular situation is 
for Mr. Leber to move the leaves to the curb and call the Township.  The Township would then dispatch 
to pick-up the leaves.  

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Discussion RE:  Resolution 2007-R-35, Police Pension Contribution

Mrs. Dietel advised the Board that in Resolution 2007-R-35, members of the Lower Allen Township 
Police Retirement Fund are required to make employees contributions to this fund unless excused from 
this requirement by action of the Lower Allen Township Board of Commissioners.  Act 30 of 2002 gives 
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the Township the right to waive such contributions whether or not the funds received from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, under the Municipal Pension Plan Funding Standard Recovery Act 
(Act 205) are sufficient to pay the Township’s annual funding requirement.  At this point, the Police 
Pension Plan is in an over-funded position.  

This will be a Consent Agenda item for December 26, 2007.  

Discussion RE:  Resolution 2007-R-36, Treasurer’s Bond

Mrs. Dietel advised the Board that the Treasurer’s Bond must be at least 50% of the probable amount of 
the annual tax collected by the Tax Collector.  The amount of 2008 is $2,992,022.00.  This includes 
regular real estate and street light assessment as well as a very small amusement tax.  The invoice has 
been received from the County and the amount is the same as last year and bonds the Tax Collector for 
50%.  

Resolution 2007-R-36 will be a Consent Agenda item for December 26, 2007.  

Authorize Staff to Advertise Ordinance 2007-19, Fixing Tax Rate for the Year 2008

Commissioner YOUNG moved to authorize Staff to advertise Ordinance 2007-19, Fixing Tax Rate for 
2008.  Commissioner CHRIST seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Ordinance 2007-19 will be an agenda item for approval on December 26, 2007.  

Discussion RE:  Setting Township Fees for 2008

Mrs. Dietel reviewed the changes to the Township’s Fees Schedule.  Discussion ensued.  

This resolution will be an agenda item for December 26, 2007

Authorize Staff to Advertise Ordinance 2007-20, an Ordinance of the Board of Commissioners of 
Lower Allen Township, Cumberland County, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Amending, 
Changing and Modifying the Codified Ordinances of Lower Allen Township, 1997, as amended, 
Section 32-7, dealing with the Compensation of the Township Manager

Commissioner BLACK moved to authorize Staff to advertise Ordinance 2007-20, an Ordinance of the 
Board of Commissioners of Lower Allen Township, Cumberland County, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, amending, changing and modifying the Codified Ordinances of Lower Allen Township, 
1997, as amended, Section 32-7, dealing with Compensation of the Township Manager.  Commissioner 
YOUNG seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Ordinance 2007-20 will be an agenda item for December 26, 2007.  

2008 Budget

Mrs. Dietel advised the Board that the 2008 Budget will be an agenda item for December 26, 2007.  
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PUBLIC SAFETY

Discussion RE:  Status of Police Officer Hiring

Mr. Williamson advised the Board that with the tragedy that befell on one of the Township’s officers last 
week, another officer is completing the background on one of the candidates for police officer.  Hopefully 
things can move forward by December 26, 2007.  

Local Operation Centipede

A local Operation Centipede was conducted today on Rt. 114.  The one problem was that Lower Allen 
P.D. set up around Willow Bend and when there was a traffic stop westbound it was where Upper Allen 
had set up, which defeated the purpose.  Upper Allen moved further down Rt. 114 but did not have any 
traffic stops or citations this morning.  Fairview Township operated for approximately 1-1/2 hours and 
had five citations off five stops with the highest speed being 58 in a 40 mph zone in their section of 
Rt. 114 in York County.  Lower Allen had 14 citations off 13 stops; 13 were for speed and one for driving 
under suspension.  Highest speed in Lower Allen was 54 in a 35 mph.  

Grant Award

Mr. Williamson advised the Board that Lower Allen Police Department was awarded a grant for $12,000 
reimbursement (December 2007 through September 2008) under the Smooth Operator Program for speed 
details and aggressive driving enforcement.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Discussion RE:  Zoning Hearing Board Dockets

Mr. Eby reported that there was one hearing in October, Docket 2007-16, a multiple part request for 
variances and special exceptions to modified uses at the Camp Hill Forrest Products property on Arcona 
Road zoned R-2.  The Board had authorized the Solicitor to participate.  The Zoning Hearing Board 
denied all relief requested and the Findings of Fact indicate that the applicant did not meet the burden of 
proof for both the special exceptions and variances.  

Mr. Eby advised the Board that there are no hearings for this month and at this point, no applications for 
December.  

Discussion RE:  Dedication of Public Streets in The Heights of Beacon Hill, Phase 1

Mr. Flint advised the Board that the following streets are included in the Dedication of Public Streets in 
the Heights of Beacon Hill, Phase 1:  

1. Potion of Lowell Lane.
2. Portion of Sconcett Way.
3. All of Northampton Lane.
4. All of Cobble Court, Longfellow Court, Harwich Court and Tisbury Circle.
5. Portion of Capitol View Drive.

This will be a possible agenda item for December 26, 2007.  
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Approve Contract of MidState Fence For the Installation of Perimeter Fence at Highland Estates 
Playground

Commissioner CHRIST moved to approve the contract of MidState Fence in the amount of $3,919.00 for 
the installation of the perimeter fence at Highland Estates Playground.  This amount is under the budgeted 
amount for this project.  Commissioner BLACK seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0.  

ASSISTANT MANAGER

Discussion RE:  Chesapeake Bay Resolution Adopted by Capital Region COG

Commissioner CHRIST advised the Board that he did not attend this COG meeting.  However, there are 
several members of the COG Board who are passionate about this issue, especially as it relates to an 
unfunded mandate on local governments.  In addition, some COG members feel that farmers have not 
been addressed adequately.  Commissioner CHRIST did not see anything in COG’s resolution to which 
he would object.  

Commissioner BLACK stated that the resolution is very well done and he would be in favor of the Board 
adopting same.  President TITZEL agreed.  

Mrs. Faust advised she would have the resolution put into the Township format.  

This will be an agenda item for December 26, 2007.  

Discussion RE:  Donna Paul has successfully completed her probationary period for the position of 
Community and Human Resources Specialist

Mrs. Faust advised the Board that Donna Paul has successfully completed her probationary period for the 
position of Community and Human Resources Specialist and will be recommended to be moved to 
regular full-time in that position.

This will be an agenda item for December 26, 2007.  

Employee Recognition

Mrs. Faust advised the Board that there are several employees who will be recognized for years of service 
at the first meeting in January.  

Establish Date to Meet with Public Safety Director

It was the decision of the Board to establish December 19 at 7:00 p.m. to meet with the Public Safety 
Director.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Commissioner BLACK expressed his opinion that in defense of Staff, everyone waited for leaf removal 
and it was probably one of those situations where there was time to rake, then had bad weather followed 
by deer season.  

December 10, 2007                                                                                                                        7



ADJOURN

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

ATTENDANCE REGISTER

An Attendance Register is made part of this record.  

December 10, 2007                                                                                                                        8


